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Minimum, Zero and Strip Tillage: Benefits and Management – Anthony Pope, Conservation Agriculture Specialist 

The use and interest in reduced tillage is increasing in the UK, with improved soil health and reduced fuel, crop input 

and labour costs being key driving factors. Despite this, there are many variable factors to consider when changing or 

developing new tillage strategies. What influence should soil type, weather or farm type play in these decisions? 

Zero (Conservation Agriculture), minimum and strip tillage techniques are all less invasive than ploughing but bring 

slightly different benefits, challenges and required management strategies.  

Anthony farmed in Africa and worked for the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation developing projects based on 

Conservation Agriculture in many countries around the world. In this session Anthony will discuss the benefits and 

potential pitfalls of each of these tillage techniques as well as the associated management approaches (such as cover 

crops etc.) to encourage them they work effectively. He will also discuss whether minimum, strip and zero tillage 

techniques can work together in a rotation and potential impacts of ploughing within this. The impacts of different 

tillage techniques have been extensively discussed, and we hope this session will allow you to get to the detail of 

why your system is working well and how to enhance impacts further or; establish what system might be more 

appropriate and what to factors to consider. 

Date:   Thursday 20th October 

Time:   6.30 – 8.30pm 

Location:  Uncle Henry’s Farm Shop, Grayingham Grange Farm, Grayingham, Gainsborough, DN21 4JD 

  

 

East Midlands LEAF Discussion Group 
2016/2017 Winter Programme 

Following a successful pilot last year, LEAF is running an East Midlands evening discussion group this coming 

Autumn and Winter to promote knowledge sharing and discussion amongst farmers. The programme for 

each evening will include a brief introduction followed by a talk from a speaker on various different and 

current topics. This will be followed by a farmer led discussion and questions.  

The group will be run by LEAF Regional Chairman, Andy Guy (www.andyguyconsulting.co.uk) and is open to 

LEAF members and friends. The sessions will run once a month on a Thursday and take place either at 

FarmEco, Nr Screveton or Uncle Henry’s Farm Shop, Grayingham - please see below for dates, times, 

locations and speaker details. Sessions are free to attend, but please bring a small contribution for dinner. If 

you would like to book on to any of the sessions below, please email events@leafuk.org – we look forward 

to seeing you there!  

 

http://www.leafuk.org/
http://www.andyguyconsulting.co.uk/
mailto:events@leafuk.org
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Profitability Drivers in Farming - Prof Paul Wilson, Professor of Agricultural Economics, Nottingham University 

Paul is an agricultural economist who runs the Farm Business Survey and researches a wide range of farm efficiency 

and financial information to establish what makes some farm businesses more profitable than others. Using data 

from the FBS, Paul will examine the differences between the top financial 25% of farmers with the rest of the 

industry. For example, what influence do management strategies and practices have on output achieved and input 

costs incurred? Does LEAF membership have an influence? What is the impact of farmer age, education or attitude?  

Paul will also introduce the Farm Business Survey online benchmarking website, allowing you to benchmark your 

own figures against Farm Business Survey farms in your sector or just the top 25%. Farmer adaptation to agri-

environment and market price signals along with the extent to which retail food prices are influenced by changes in 

farm-gate prices are other areas of Paul’s expertise. In today’s farming climate, this promises to be a fascinating 

insight into what gives businesses the edge. 

Date:   Thursday 17th November 

Time:   6.30 – 8.30pm  

Location:  FarmEco, Home Farm, off Lodge Lane, Screveton, Nr Bingham, Notts NG13 8JL 

Innovating our way around agricultures’ challenges – Paul Verney, Head of UK Sales, Syngenta 

This session will focus on some of the issues facing the Crop Protection and seeds industry. While there are many 

current and future issues and challenges in this area, such as loss of actives and ever-growing resistance to plant 

protection products, there are also innovative and new techniques and combined approaches to old problems. 

Syngenta is at the forefront of this research and spending more than £2 million every day to find new solutions for 

farmers. 

Paul Varney who heads the UK Sales Team and Sam Grimsdell, the local Area Manager, will lay out some of the 

challenges the industry faces and how Syngenta is looking to provide practical solutions to tackle pests through 

integrated techniques and new technology such as new resistant crop varieties and other novel future approaches. 

Date:   Thursday 26th January 

Time:   6.30 – 8.30pm 

Location:  Uncle Henry’s Farm Shop, Grayingham Grange Farm, Grayingham, Gainsborough, DN21 4JD 

Health by Stealth – Caroline Drummond, LEAF Chief Executive 

The agricultural systems that have been built up over the past few decades have contributed greatly to alleviate 

hunger and raise living standards; they have served the purpose, but only up to a point. Our current food system is 

largely driven by economic demand and production possibilities, not nutritional goals. In a world where farm gate 

prices are continually being squeezed is there an opportunity for farmers to gain added value by being part of the 

solution in the obesity crises?  

Caroline carried out a Nuffield Scholarship in 2014 to establish “What can farmers learn from science to improve the 

nutritional value of our food?”  and in this session will discuss her findings as well as debate where potential 

opportunities lie for individual farmers to be part of the conversation and add value within their businesses, around 

the health agenda. 

Date:   Thursday 23rd February 

Time:   6.30 – 8.30pm 

Location:  FarmEco, Home Farm, off Lodge Lane, Screveton, Nr Bingham, Notts NG13 8JL 

http://www.leafuk.org/

